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AMENDMENTS FOR THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 




1 . (Currently Amended) A method for delivering short-time deration video 
segments to terminals via a communications network, the method comprising: 

activation of a vid e o objoot on a ocroon using j/r o moto contro l for -a 

termina l ; 

tranpmics l Qn from th e receiving from a teirninal to a oossion manag ef 
©f a request for a video segment oon^sponding to the4 selectee^ object; 

rocoipt and processing ©f the reQuest^^/4he at a session manager: and 
t ransmisBlon of transmitting a control message from the session 
manager to a transport stream generato r, said control message in dicating whether a 
transport stream mav be discontinued bv said/ransport stream generator to release 
bandwidth, said transport stream generator transmitting said video seguence if 
sufficient bandwidth is available, said tranynitted video segment adapted for 
presentation at said reouesting terminal ^nd including a beginning portion of said 
video segmentr nn 

t ronomiciGion of the v i d^o s e gment from tho transport ctroam generator 
to tho terminal; and 

prcsontat i on of th e /id e o se gment on tho ccroon starting at a b e ginnifl g 

of tho cogmcnt . 



2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the video segments are delivered 
as part of an interactive prj&gram guide. 



3. (Original) The mjsthod of claim 1 , wherein the communications network 
comprises a cable distribution networi<. 
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4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein a headend y&f the cable distribution 
includes the session manager. 

5. (Original) The method of daim 1 . further.comprisif 

composing a video sequence incorporatij^ the video segment in an 
window smaller than and overlaying the a saeen; ar 
encoding the a video sequence, 

where said transmission of the vide^ segment comprises transmission 
of the video sequence incorporating the video SMment. 



6. (Original) The method of dalm 1 , whefein said transmission of the video 
segment indudes inserting a demand-cast yideo stream incorporating the video 
segment into a multiplexed transport strea^ to be delivered to the requesting 
terminal, 

7. (Original) The method of claim further comprising: 

transmission from the refauestina temiinal to the session manager of a 
release message when the terminal k no longer presenting the video segment 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

tracking by the ses^on manager of video segments currently being 
acquired by at least one termini 

9. (Original) The method 6f claim 1 , wherein a plurality of video segments are 
transmitted from the transport stream generator to a plurality of terminals, wherein a 
data structure for represenWig the plurality of video segments Indudes a plurality of 
streams, and wherein eactt stream comprises a group of pictures (GOP) having a 
first picture and one or mpre remaining pictures. 



10. (Original) The nifethod of claim 9, wherein the data structure comprises: 

a first s^ of one or more elements for representing data for the first 
pictures in the plurali/y of GOPs, wherein each of at least one element in the first set 
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represents data for at least a portion of the first picture o/a respective GOP encoded 
as a reference I picture, and wherein each of remaining/elements in the first set 
represents data for at least a portion of the first picturJof a respective remaining 
GOP encoded as either a difference picture or a P plcfture; and 

a second set of one or more elementsyfor representing data for the one 
or more remaining pictures in the plurality of GOPs( wherein each element in the 
second set represents data for at least a portion df a particular remaining picture in 
one of the plurality of GOPs encoded as either a/p picture or a B picture, and 

wherein each of the plurality of stfeams is represented by one or more 
elements in the first set and one or more elenjents in the second set. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, v\merein each video segment occupies at 
least a portion of the GOP that Includes the video segment. 

1 2. (Original) The method of claim 1 1/ wherein the first picture for each of the 
plurality of GOPs having an unduplicatjfd video sequence is encoded as a reference 
I picture. 



13. (Original) The method of claiyh 1 1 , wherein each picture of the pluralilty of 
GOPs includes 

a first portion indicate of textual infonnriation, and 
a second portion inclicative of video information. 

14. (Original) The method off claim 13, wherein the first and remaining pictures in 
the plurality of GOPs share a ©ommon first portion. 
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